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Responses to Question #10 – Interculturality Survey 

As of March 18, 2020 

 

What would you like to add? 

1. It would be good to have roll-playing educational exercises at community, 
regional, and congregational levels when opportunities present themselves. We 
learn more by practice.       

2. Thank you! I think we have a ways to go yet but are on the journey. Many 
Sisters still want to minster in their own country only.        

3. I am deeply grateful for the earnest efforts we are all making to live        

4. We have made good progress in this area, but we need to be careful not to 
confuse cultural issues with personal issues.       

5. What more can we do?       

6. I appreciate that we are a multicultural congregation and am grateful for the 
opportunities to grow in the living experience with other cultures.        

7. I desire to continue to grow in awareness of this gift.       

8. I believe most sister are accepting and eager to learn about and live 
interculturally       

9. No       

10. No       

11. Theory is there, practice is much harder. I think we still lack awareness of our 
own biases, especially the dominant western culture. I have experienced and 
witnessed discrimination. I understand it as a result of lack of awareness, 
personality, and sometimes even good intentions. Sometimes, the need to get 
"things" done is the underlying situation....and lack of listening skills.        

12. Some communities are strictly only one culture, the sister in charge sets the 
tone       

13. Enjoying experience of living with sisters from different cultures       

14. I would like to see more intercultural living among regions. For instance, Sisters 
from one region sent to another region. (There is no Central American Sister in 
Kenya and vice versa). I would like to see us extend our charism/traditional 
spirit beyond the areas where we are at the moment.        

15. I will try to continue to learn and grow in all these areas.        

16. no       

17. Our incarnational spirituality is our best guide and test of intercultural living       
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18. Thank you for the reminder of the theme of interculturality       

19. Living Interculturally is difficult but necessary. Therefore, I am committed to the 
process       

20. From other reading and studying that I have done, the best way to get in touch 
with feelings, attitudes, etc. about culture is to do a thorough, deep 
study/reflection of YOUR OWN culture first. In the US we have lots of ways to 
do this and we see the warts and all on TV every day, but I don't feel that the 
other cultures among us have done this.       

21. To continue improving!       

22. Nothing       

23. Have more sisters from different countries in all the communities.       

24. We have spent a lot of time and effort in exploring and living inter culturally. 
Now we need to look at accepting (not just tolerating) people for the person they 
are, even for the grow they have come to over the years, in light of their spiritual 
grow...and beyond their cultures.       

25. I pray daily for my transformation and the transformation of all our Sisters.       

26. Nothing       

27. Nothing       

28. From the 17th Chapter of the SVDs: "Intercultural communities need to be 
consciously created, intentionally promoted, carefully cared for and attentively 
nurtured." 
The capacity for intercultural living is a non-negotiable aspect of our life as a 
congregation of consecrated women.       

29. I think we need more young sisters to experience intercultural living by living in 
our different countries! Guatemala to Kenya, Kenya to Guatemala and some to 
Ireland to live in community for a few years!! Before they get too old ?!        

30. My experience is that we have learnt a lot about intercultural living, we all need 
to examine ourselves on how we treat each other for example which voice is 
heard, who is invited to events, who is consulted, who is informed etc.       

31. To continue being conscious of how I am living my life each and every day as I 
ask myself how have I lived intercultural to my sisters today or this week.       

32. Nothing       

33. Continued education to broaden our minds to the biases both personal and 
Congregational that we carry every day.       

34. Nothing       

35. Nothing       

36. As Congregation, There´s still way to go and stereotypes to transform but we 
are on the way       

37. Putting interculturality more into practice, for example, the Sisters from Africa, 
Central America, Ireland and the United States could form communities with the       
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different cultures in the Congregation. 

38. Nothing       

39. I have learned to love and respect the cultures of each one of my sisters.        

40. That we continue in ongoing formation on this topic, in order to have a healthy 
community life.       

41. Interculturality leads me towards personal growth. Thanks to it, I have been able 
to find my path of transformation and be aware of myself and my role in in the 
Congregation.       

42. Continuing to learn these topics which are very profound. There is much to learn 
to make the changes and lead a harmonious and healthy community life       

43. The happiness of living helps create an environment free of prejudice and full of 
harmony.       

44. The processes of every topic are very helpful for daily life as community 
members and CCVI.       

45. I would like deepen on the different cultures.       

46. Intercultural living is very enriching when approached with an open mind and 
heart by all members in the community/congregation. From a personal point of 
view and my current experience of living in a very international/diverse 
community I have come to appreciate our unity in diversity. I also continue this 
process in a spirit of openness to learn what is different from my culture. 
Besides, being patient with myself and others in this process is paramount.  
Sr. Agnes Njoki Njeru        

47. I believe, that in spite of our good intentions, we are only at the beginning phase 
of understanding what "true" intercultural living is or entails. Having the 
opportunity of living "interculturally" in local community demands patience, love, 
humility, and acceptance of one another.  
 
These opportunities provide us with an appreciation of the giftedness and the 
diversity between/among us. However living interculturally is quite challenging 
and can be exhaustive for everyone.        

48. I cannot say for certain that as a congregation we are moving adequately in the 
process of interculturality. Not all of us completely understand what it means, 
and therefore we cannot move away from biases/prejudices unless we are 
committed to changing personally and communally. This takes time and effort. 
 
The experiences provided us occasionally in local community to have a person, 
either of another generation or culture, allows us to examine the ways we are 
open and accepting of the other person and to grow in appreciation of her 
giftedness and journey. It can sometimes be challenging but rewarding at the 
same time.  
 
I am hopeful that we will recognize our incarnational and intercultural call to 
continue on the journey of transformation.        
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49. Continue mixing different cultures in all aspects of our ministry, as possible.       

50. Nothing       

51. To continue to be aware of the richness and gifts of all cultures and take 
positive steps to make a difference in our congregation and in our world.       

52. None       

53. Living with Sisters from different cultures in the same house helps.       

54. It is important to know your own culture in order to prevent prejudice and 
misunderstandings. In the same way, having a healthy self-esteem is important 
for community living.       

55. Nothing       

56. Nothing       

57. Due to the helpful initiatives and examples of many other CCVI Sisters [from 
1963 onward] and our leadership, as well, have witnessed to us. Now I feel 
comfortable ministering with our Sisters on their intercultural year in the 
Archives and living at home at Marian. Also the continual reading, sorting and 
organizing their individual/communal histories bring this important way of living 
into close focus for me. Another strong influence etched in my memory was the 
beautiful opportunity I experienced in visiting Guatemala and Kenya for a length 
of time. Thank you and may God bless our continuing efforts and gifts of 
opportunity.  
Sr. Patricia Ann Hamiter       

58. Our local community is trying very hard.        

59. More discussions in local communities to explain the cultural differences of the 
individual members.       

60. We have a long way to go in our understanding of intercultural living. But we are 
more aware of its implications for community living now. Hopefully, we will 
remain committed to the process over the long hall as individuals and as a 
congregation. The fruits will be wonderful to experience. Thank you .       

61. I pray, through the intercession of the apostles we will continue to live 
interculturally as a congregation in following the footsteps of the Incarnate Word 
and Disciples.       

62. Since 1963 I have been blessed to experience different cultures both in the US 
and in Kenya. It has not always been easy because deep down there are times 
that I hold on to my own culture. When I am more open and respectful of other 
cultures I become more inculturated.       

63. The journey of transformation through the process of intercultural is a life-long 
journey. There is a fine line between cross-cultural and intercultural living which 
we as a Congregation need to distinguish and make efforts to live toward more 
intercultural.        

64. Praise the Lord for the steps being taken. Not always easy to so, so necessary!!       

65. We need to continue constantly with this important view of Congregational       
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living, we are all one body with many parts. 

66. Continue with formation on these topics and prayer so that we can grow 
together every day.       

67. I can't think of anything right now.       

68. Nothing       

69. It is innate that we are destined to live together as human beings only if we are 
open to and allow the interactions.       

70. This last question is difficult to answer--I can only speak for myself.       

71. Irregardless of the number of years in the Congregation I feel there is a definite 
gap between the ideal of intercultural living and the lived reality. The receiving 
community though initially accepting, doesn’t take long to fall into its old trap of 
exclusivity. In communities, it has been my experience that there is no effort 
made to collaboratively work together, some individuals make a conscious 
effort, others don’t. It’s a two way street —also I don’t see much of an initiative 
made by the sister from a different culture making much of an Effort to adapt or 
create learning opportunities.  
In the new environment. I sense there is no preparation of any sort on either the 
individual or the community side on the different culture adaptation. As CCVI’s 
there is an expectation that since we live together we get along!! Not the reality. 
It may be helpful as a regional get together to take a Myers-Briggs or such 
profile to begin to understand the personalities joining a community esp. when 
some are still in Formation. This may be done with those within formation but 
what about the personalities of the community they are joining. Some sisters 
may never have had such an opportunity.       

72. I see and hear instances of prejudice every day. I believe only time will change 
it because, for the most part, we are very unaware.       

73. The few steps we have already made in the congregation marks the start of a 
long journey of transformation and no doubt we will influence the world 
positively.       

74. None       

75. The Congregation is doing all it can. The rest is up to us as 
individuals/community. Thank you!       

76. Our Congregation has helped me to live better interculturally through the 
transformation process which I started with the self and grew towards others.        

77. Nothing       

 


